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Steve Knight Ph. 074 468 469 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Richard Carde Ph. 300 6315 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

AMIGA COORDINATOR: 

Robert Googe Ph.288 8863 

8-BIT CONVENOR: 

Doug Maclurkin Ph. 350 4034 

C64 WORKSHOP COORDINATOR 

Rod Watson Ph. 857 6131 

BBS 


Line #1 300-9600 baud Ph. 300 6357 
Line #2 300-9600 baud Ph. 300 6356 


SYSOP: 
Richard Carde Ph. 018 072 082 
The BBS is part of the FidoNet (Node No. 
3: 640/304), and AmigaNet (Node No 
41:400/304) Network it can be accessed by 
members at 300 - 9600 bps, using 8 data 
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PRESIDENTS 
PATCH 


Phil Guerney 





Commodore Australia is broke! Reports 
of the liquidators moving in to Lane 
Cove appeared in the national press as 
well as on the networks. The report I 
saw on Compuserve today suggested 
that the local Managing Director Pat 
Byrne was a likely buyer of the 
company! Now, I do not know Pat 
Byrne personally, I have never even 
talked to him, but I can not understand 
how someone at the head of a 
management team of a company that 
struggled and ended up not being able 
to pay its bills could end up wanting to 
put his own money into the same firm! 
If he has some secret recipe for success 
up his sleeve, why did he not reveal it 
earlier? 


How will this effect us? Possibly not 
much. I’m told that a new legal entity 
called something like Commodore 
Asia-Pacific has taken over the same 
functions, but without the debts of its 
predecessor. However if you were an 
Australian dealer in Amiga products, 
would you feel more or less confident 
about future supply of inventory? 
Consider the situation now - what is the 
point in putting up an miga dealer sign 
and then not be able to sell someone 
who buys an AGA machine (A1200 or 
A4000) a suitable monitor for over five 
months now? (1940/42 monitors have 
not been available for this long, and no 
other monitor in production can display 
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normal PAL screens along with higher 
resolution screens. The best most 
people can do is find a second-hand 
NEC-3D). Where will the advertising 
dollars come from to support you? 


We will let you know more about the 
Situation as we find it out. There may 
evn be more elsewhere in this Cursor. 
However the Australian business 
certainly depends on the fate of 
Commodore internationally, so while it 
seems to be raking in some cash at last 
with brisk sales of the CD32 in Europe, 
there should remain some life in the 
company for a while - even if it is 
bought by another company. 





We have now bought the hand scanner I 
talked about recently. I did not get one 
with OCR (Optical Character 
Recognition) software as that would 
have at least $150 on to the $250 the 
scanner cost for just the cheapest 
package available. I had the unit at 
home for just one night but this was 
enough to find out that the device did a 
much better job at getting drawings and 
photographs into the computer than I 
thought possible. Text and line art scan 
in with very high clarity and no odd 
black spots at all. At last I now have a 
good copy of my signature on disk to 
go at the bottom of faxes. Colour 
photographs can be scanned giving a 64 
grey-scale image which, after a few 
quick adjustments of the darkness 
control, give a surprisingly clear result 
which produces a fair print on my 
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Canon bubblejet printer. Basically, 
better than I thought. Come along on 
Tuesday 1 March and see it in action 
along with a full page scanner for 
comparison and character recognition 
software. 


The scanner will be available for hire 
from March. I was considering using 
the workshop as the place to swap it 
over so that people who wanted 
something scanned in could bring it 
along to the workshop and do it without 
having to wait to borrow the thing. 
However I guess the same thing could 
be done at the main meeting night, as 
we usually have one or two machines 
available there to plug it into. As this is 
hardware it is subject to harmful 
damage. Even expensive software can 
not really be made unusable, or cost 
much to fix, but this could easily be 
destroyed. Therefore we will charge a 
$30 deposit, of which $20 will be 
refunded IF the unit is returned in 
perfect order AND by the due date. 
The remaining $10 is the hire fee which 
is only 4% of the value of the unit. 
That is not much to pay for getting one 
month of usage from the scanner, and it 
allows us to build up a bank for the 
almost inevitable time that it needs 
repair. The librarian will take bookings 
for the scanner, but you must pay the 
$30 at the time of the booking. If you 
do not turn up to collect the scanner at 
the monthly meeting for which it was 
booked, and do not let one of the 
committee know you are cancelling, 
you will lose that deposit. A great way 
to ensure that the booking scheme is not 
abused. 


I seem to have been asked at least once 
per month about assembly language on 
the Amiga. We took up the chance of 
buying a cheap second- hnd, but as- 
new, package of Hi-Soft’s Devpac 3 for 
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the library. If you ever wondered about 
using the microprocessors native 
tongue, then this will let you talk 
directly to any of the 68000 series of 
chips, including the extra instructions in 
the higher models, as well as 
programming through the operating 
system for both WB1.3 and WB2 or 
better systems. 


We were donated a version of the 
Action Replay cartridge that works 
only in an A2000. This will be 
available for borrowing soon from the 
commercial library. 


The Bruce Smit series of books on the 
Amiga are long overdue. The ones [ 
have seen are good. For years now, the 
only books have been a mostly poor lot 
from Abacus, with perhaps the 
exception of the one on ARexx. I do not 
think that any Brisbane shop is stocking 
the range (Don Quixote on Toowoomba 
has them), but I saw the lot in a Sydney 
shop in January. I am investigating 
getting a bulk deal on the set for our 


library. 
We have some good main meetings 
planned for the next few months. Please 


come along if you want to see what the 
Amiga is capable of. 


Phil Guemey 
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TURING LEADERS 


Printer Ribbons 
Inkjet Cartridges ate 
Complete Renwe of NEW Products 


BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 


LASER TONER CARTRIDGES 


Complete Dismantle And Reassembly 


Replacement Drum 
Guaranteed 10 Refills 


Savings of approx 40 % 


PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL SUPPLIERS 


AUSTRALIA WIDE 008 077347 
FAX (07) 856 4949 PHONE (07) 856 4355 


8) WEBSTER ROAD STAFFORD QLD 4033 








EDITORIAL 


Pai O 
by Richard Carde 








ug: 






Welcome to March! If the Rain Gods 
ae reading this, WE HAVE HAD 
ENOUGH RAIN NOW! 


News of Commodore Australia’s 
‘liquidation’ certainly has caused some 
havock amongst the Amiga community. 
However, it appears that it is business 
as usual at Commodore, with the only 
change being the name. Commodore 
Australia is no more, and Commodore 
Asia-Pacific comes to life with the 
same management. I guess it will be 
business as usual at Commodore and 
things probably wont change for some 
time. 


This month we have a few 
contributions from members, which is 
good to see. Thanks to all that 
contributed. 


Apologies to Synapse Computer 
Supplies for printing the wrong ad. 
Coordinating advertising can be 
difficult at times! 


Well, that’s all I have to say, so read 
On... 





AmigaDOS 2.0 ROM KERNAL 
MANUALS and SASIC 6.3 
Compiler FOR SALE!. 


RKM’s at 60% of their RRP. 
SAS/C 6.3 Compiler just $220.00 


Call Richard Carde on (07) 300 6315 
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WHATS COMNG? 


Here’ s a list of the next few 
demonstrations! 





The following is a list of meeting 
topics and demonstrations until the 
next Annual General Meeting. 


Wt RCA - Scanning. The 
equipment used to convert printed 
text and photographs into .IFF files 
that can be displayed on your 
screen, printed or manipulated is 
called a scanner. We will have the 
club’s new hand scanner, that will 
be available for hire from now on, 
as well as a full page flat-bed 
scanner. We will also demonstrate 
OCR software doing its best to turn 
scanned text into computer editable 
text. 


SEP RIL - Business on the 
Amiga. There will be two parts to 
this evening. Greg Perry, ex-CCUG 
president, will show you the 
highlights of the reborn Sybiz 
accounting package that he 1s 
revamping - a much needed piece of 
software for the Amiga. The second 
part will be a demonstration and 
brief discussion of the best of those 
other pieces of business software - 
the spreadsheet and the database. 


Wt - Video and the Amiga, 
1994. At least once per year we 
demonstrate the video production 
aspect of the Amiga, and it is time 
for another go. Watch video 
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digitisers and possibly a frame 
grabber bring images into the 
Amiga. Consider video editing 
software, presentation software like 
Scala and video animation software 
like Real 3D. Assistants required. 


GUNE - Pagestream 3.0 (it must 
have been out for a while by now!) 
and Final Writer. Watch the 
capabilities of what is supposed to 
be one of the best desk-top- 
publisher programs available on any 
small computer alongside the 
performance of the latest and most 
powerful word processor for the 
Amiga that has many desk-top- 
publishing features. 


YALY - MIDI and Music on the 
Amiga with Bars and Pipes 
Professional. A demonstration of 
linking a music keyboard and the 
Amiga via a MIDI interface and 
how the program Bars and Pipes 
manages works as a multi- track 
sequencer and composition tool and 
as a marvellous manipulator of 
musical notes! 


AUGUST - the AGM, so most 


of you will stay at home that night! 


If anyone has something that they 
would like to demonstrate, they 
should contact a committee member 
soon. 
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Overseas Postage Costs 
or Hidden 


Profit? 
by Phil Guerney “os 





Ordering software or hardware from 
overseas requires us to pay 
something extra over the locals for 
"postage and handling". I have made 
quite a few of these transactions, for 
myself as well as for the club, and 
the charges vary immensely. 


Sometimes the vendor seems to 
subsidise the postage. This 
happened with Fred Fish when we 
ordered eight of the 1-900 CD-ROM 
discs. Fred asked for $US10 
postage, but the box (which itself 
would have cost a dollar or two) had 
$US19 of stamps on it. 


Unfortunately, I recently had quite 
the opposite experience. As an owne 
I was interested in the upgrade from 
Vito V2. The Australian 
distributors said that Blue Ribbon 
Soundworks in the USA wanted to 
handle all upgrades themselves. So I 
fired up GPFax and sent offa 
request for costs. In the morning the 
reply was sitting in the fax tray with 
the news that the upgrade was 
$US99 (fairly steep I thought) and 
the postage was WHAT! Yes, it 
really said $US50. That is about 
$A5. What were they going to do, 
hand deliver it? Seems not, as that 
price only covered delivery in 2-3 
weeks. If I wanted express delivery 
overseas it would be $US75 
(SA113!!!). 
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I thought about it for some time. 
About four months in fact. Then I 
faxed them again and said how 
much those costs seemed over the 
top with examples of the costs of 
other transactions. The reply was 
quite friendly, and even offered the 
"special case" postage cost, just for 
me, of $US30. That was enough of a 
concession for me to decide to go 
ahead, so I ordered the upgrade 
pack. 


When it arrived, the new A5-sized 
manual pages and two discs were 
packed in one of those light-weight 
but strong paper envelopes 
with the silky finish. The 
stamps on the outside added 
up to just $US11. So why ask 
for $US50? 


I suspect that Blue Ribbon 
Soundworks were trying, for 
simplicity sake, to just give 
one postage cost that covered 
themselves for the worst case 
of weight and destination. However 
that quite unfairly penalised those of 
us in a fairly low-cost destination 
ordering soething small and light. 
And it most probably hurts overseas 
Sales. Wake-up Blue Ribbon and 
think about those charges again! 


a 
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SERVICE. AINT 
Us! 


By Richard! Carde 





A few months ago, on December the 
18th, I purchased three games from 
’Games R Us’ in the Myer Centre. I 
was told that these three games; 
DOOM, FALCON 3.0 and MIG-29 
would all work on a network (a 
Novell network). To my great 
satisfaction, DOOM was 
installed on the File Server and 
worked great first go. 
However, after a few hours of 
playing, I decided to install 
FALCON 3.0 and MIG-29. 
Unfortunately, to my surprise, 
FALCON and MIG did not 
work when they were installed 
on the file server. J am unsure 
as to whether the program 
works at all, as I have an AMIGA at 
home and access to networked PC’s 
elsewhere. 


After contacting the store, I was told 
that the game DOES work ona 
network. It appears that I need local 
hard drives for it to work, which 
they now undestand too. Well, I 
don’t have local hard drives and 
therefore the program is useless to 
me. I was told that if I had my 
receipts, I could exchange the 
program for another. As I could not 
remember where the receipts ended 
up, I asked the store if they could 
locate copies of my receipts based 
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on the MasterCard slips I had. They 
said to call later in the week - it was 
a Saturday. 


Well, I figured I would call in a few 
days to find out when I could return 
to exchange the purchase. To my 
surprise, I was told by the Manager 
that I was not entitled to any refund 
or exchange. His reasoning was 
that I had purchased the program 
almost two months ago. 


My reasons for not returning the 
program until just recently (Sth 
February) are due to not using the 
program until after Christmas and 
then going on holidays until early 
January. I didn’t remember the 
problem about the programs until 
sometime after returning from 
holidays, since I was quite busy with 
work. 


I would have thought that the 
Manager of a computer 
games store would be quite 
capable of listening to such 
an explanation, however, 
all that I got was "haven’t 
you heard of a telephone, it 
was invented over 100 
years ago you know" and other such 
phrases. He eventually hung up on 
me saying that he did not want to 
deal with me any more. What great 
service! Well, I called back to get 
details about who else I could talk 
to, he suggested writing to the board 
of directors and once again, hung up 
on me. Even when I explained how 
the network is set-up, with a file 
server and diskless machines, he 
decided he was a network expert 
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and tried to tell me that having a file 
server is not the normal way 
networks are set-up. He admitted 
that the program does work on a 
network, but it "wont work on this 
network because it is not set-up 
correctly". Obviously he is clue- 
less but thinks he knows everything! 


I do not believe that two months is 
an unreasonable time, considering 
the time of year. 


After this experience with Games R 
Us, I have come to the conclusion 
that they are not interested in 
customer satisfaction and I urge 
anyone who purchases anything 
from any of these stores to be 
VERY careful, as you may not geta 
pleasant response when you need to 
complain about something. Better 
still, use their store to find a 
program you are looking for and 
then go to Myer, or another store 
where they will match the 
price - and, after all, Myer 
has a policy regarding 
customer satisfaction too! 


Iam curently waiting for a 
reply from Games R Us and 
also on advice from other parties. It 
seems I will have to go to court to 
recover my loss - which is 
unfortunate. 
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COMMODORE AUSTRALIA BROKE? 


Some news from the networks... 





FROM Compuserve 


Subj: CBM Australia near death 
From: John Wiederhirn/SYSOP, 
76703,2047#131744 

To: ALL 

Date: Saturday, 12 February 1994 
9:26:21 PM : 1 


The following is an abstract of an 
article posted via the Newsbytes 
online news service, which caters to 
industry news and trends. 


=e 


In an article dated 11 Feb 1994, by 
Paul Zucker of Computer Daily 
News, it was reported that 
Commodore Australia is 
precipitously close to failure and is 
expected to be sold next week. 





Max Donnelly, of the accounting 
firm Ferrier Hodgson was appointed 
administrator of the company after 
the company directors deferred for 
Personal reasons. Donnelly 
commented that the company was 
unable to service a bill due that day, 
despite AU$40M in sales for the last 


year. The primary creditors are 
Commodore International and 
Westpac Bank. All indications now 
are that the company will be sold in 
the immediate future, but the overall 
implications of this sale on 
Commodore as a whole are unclear 
at best. The article cited CBM Aus 
MgDir Pat Byrne as a possible 
buyer. 


In related commentary, IDC analyst 
Graham Penn attributed 
Commodore Australia’s problems to 
strong pushes into retail by the 
large-scale PC manufacturers. 


John W 





heal 3D 
Workshop Group 


We have several members who 
either own Real 3D, or who are just 
very interested in the program. They 
would like to hear from others who 
would like to join them, initially at 
the Ithaca workshops, for mutual 
support. Come along to the March 
workshop sometime from 12-4 to 
find out more. 
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O-BIT R<PORT 


Next month (March), Gary Makin 
will be speaking to us about 
GEOWRITE. 


As you know, I am trying to get 
everyone familiar with using GEOS 
which is undoubtedly the most 
innovative program for the 64/128. 


Please attend, all those who can. 
Gary has already distinguished 
himself with his lecture on Video 
Fox and we can expect from him a 
clear and concise explanation of 
how to use Geowrite for text as well 
as graphics. 


I have analysed the first five of the 
Geometrix disks. 


They all contain Quicksilver 
graphics. It is impossible to show 
these in Cursor; however I have 
printed out some of them and will 
display these at the meeting. 
Remember they are Public Domain 
and may be obtained by members. 


Why are they labelled 
’Quicksilver’? Probably because of 
their mercurial characteristics such 
as sprightly, ready-witted and 
volatile. Come and see for yourself! 


I have recently been a victim of 
severe frontal headaches which my 
Physiotherapist tells me are related 


to my posture before my monitor 
and the position of the monitor ivis 
a visi my line of vision. 

have approached a member of the 
APA and he has agreed to give us a 
lecture on Ergonomics in the near 
future. It would be good if all 
sections of the club could attend. 


Incidentally, if any member has 
headaches or back or neck aches, 
they could advise me and their case 
could be examined at the lecture. 


Douglas Maclurkin 


MEETING REPORT 


We all like to have that little extra edge 
when using our computers. That little 
something that means we can do 
something that most others fall down 
on. With this in mind, Doug McLurkin 
presented at the February meeting a 
practical demonstration of PERFECT 
PRINT. 


The program in question is an addition 
to the GEOS family. It enables the user 
to create high quality printed output 
from GEOS applications, despite the 
often ragged appearance of standard 
output. 


Although well prepared for the display, 
the first few attempts were slightly less 
than spectacular. The reason, as it 


Continued on page 34... 
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CROSSWORDS 


by Douglas MacLurkin 











There are two principal types of 
crosswords; the definition type and 


the cryptic type. 


Definition type 


This is like a dictionary in reverse. 
The clue provides a definition and 
you supply the word. Thrown in are 
some acronyms, anagrams, 
abbreviations and synonyms. 


They are usually fairly easy and will 
consume some time if that 1s what 


you want. 


Cryptic type 


This is a much more difficult 
crossword in which the clue is 
hidden in a tangle of phrases and 
oblique references. There are a few 
deliberate hardships built in. Here 
are a few:- 


1. Punctuation is avoided; this 
means that you have to add your 
Own in order to make some sense; 
often you have to try several 
different ways before you can make 
it understandable. 


2. Sometimes the clue just usoundsu 
like the whole or part of the word. 
Ususlly use is made of such phrases 
as ’sounds like, maybe, perhaps’ 
RC. 
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3. Somewhere in the clue, 
sometimes clearly, sometimes 
obliquely, and sometimes broken 
up, there is a definition of the 
required word. 


4. In the more difficult use is made 
of all sorts of references to such 
things as mythology, classics, the 
Bible, astronomy, astrology &c. 


5. A crossword is a battle between 
you and the perpetrator; you must 
get into his devious mind, identify 
all the false trails he has 
constructed, all the sand he has 
tried to blind you with, all the faint 
meanings and the smug definitions 
and emerge victorious or admit 
ignominious defeat. 


Nothing serves better than an 
example. In thie month’s 
crossword the first clue is:- 


“Sounds like Capricorn and O yes 
take off" 


*capricorn’=goat:’and O yes’= add 
an O: ’take off’= go to 


Answer= goto 


Some general comments 


It is absolutely imperative that you 
remember that a clue is just that - a 
clue. It points the way but with an 
intentionally wavy finger. It may 
reveal some of the evidence but 
you still have to find the body! If 


MARCH 1994 








you bear this in mind you will save 
yourself a lot of cursing and 
damning of the author when you 
finally see the answers. 


Try making a cryptic crossword - 


yourself. I really had a lot of fun in 
devising the clues. If you have any 
cryptic clues of your own that you 
fancy, please let me have them and I 
will endeavour to include them in 
the next crossword. 


In this crossword I have confined 
myself to the use of Basic words and 
computer statements only which has 
restricted me to about 2-300 words 
instead of 40000 or more from an 
ordinary dictionary. An odd non- 
basic word may creep in. 


If you would like some more please 
feedback. There are still a few 
hundred words I can choose from! 


The first correct answer received by 


me will receive a disk of their 
choice from the PD library (64/128). 


Douglas Pf ackakin with permission 
from WOOMBUG 
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Hackers Horrible . 
Health Hazards 


by Doug MacLurkin 
Thrombosed External Pile or Clot in a 
small vein around the anus, sometimes 
described as anus horribilis. 


History: The victim usually gives a 
story of prolonged sitting with very 
little movement such as occurs with bus 
drivers or devoted computer hackers. 


Symptoms: A sudden excruciating 
pain occurs in the anal region & on 
investigating a round tender lump is felt 
(about the size of a pea or larger). 


Cause: A large conglomeration 
(anastomosis) of veins is wrapped 
around the lower rectal and anal region 
of the bowel. This has been aptly 
described as being like a bunch of 
grapes or a bag of worms. With 
prolonged sitting these veins become 
congested, the blood flow stagnates and 
clotting can occur. 


Treatment: Visit your doctor and he 
will incise the pile and expel the clot 
giving immediate and grateful relief. 


Prevention: Avoid sitting down for 
prolonged periods especially without 
movement. Stand up frequently (half- 
hourly) and walk about. Better still 
stand on your head and count slowly in 
Hexadecimal up to FF (255 to the 
ingenuous). 


This condition does not occur in four 
legged animals and would not happen 
in humans if they returned to walking 
on all fours. These haemorrhoids and 
other features are examples of our 
failure to completely adapt to the 
erect posture. . 
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WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN 
i Os eee 0 ee Oe 3 | 


Tony May 
Tony and his team of skilled technicians 
are the people to see for all Commodore 


A500 312K 
RAM EXPANDEK 
WITH CLOCK 


Nth bas Hla Compute Repairs 


Shop 4 / 32 Brisbane Road, Bundamba Q4304 
Telephone (07) 816 1588 











5.25" Disks 


Oni tea ee ee 


5 Boxes 


, : $6.50 Box for 10 Boxes 
Wor Ks hop Plus $5.00 postage and packing 


25 Fairleight St. DISKS 
Windsor Public Domain disks5.25" Single sided:$2.00 ea. 
Double sided: $3.00 ($3.00 p&p for up to 5 disks) 
: Catalogue disks 5.25%" for P.D or Library: $2.00 ea. 
-3rd)Sunday of each ($2.00 p&p). 


month — 


5.25" blank disks: $8.00 per Box for 1-4 Boxes 
$7.00 per Box for 5 Boxes 
$6.50 per Box for 10 Boxes 
($5.00 p&p onall). 

BOOKLETS 

Public Domain Instruction Book(C64): $5.00 ($2.00 

p&p) 

Starting with Disk Drives ( Paul Blair):$2.00 ($1.00 

p&p) 

Graphics and Sound on the C64 (G. Perry): $5.00 

($2.00p&p) 

Userware Wordprocessor 
THE WRITE STUFF 64 
(word processor), with Manual: $25.00 
V2. BB SPELLER 64 

(supplementsTWS64) $16.00 

‘up. N BB Talker 

for the C64 operates (Write Stuff with speech synthesizer) $16.00 

: THE WRITE STUFF 128 

Please Note: Activities that breac (word processor) with Manual: $40.00 

on commercial Software are illega 163 V2 BB Speller 128 

NOI bet tolerated at Het = = (supplements TWS128) : $16.00 

DE ae gee Ee ($3.00 p&p). 


Please submit articles for Cursor on disk or upload to the BBS. Disks can 
be in Amiga or MS-DOS 720k format. 


RICHARD CARDE 
10 ALTON TCE 
THE GAP QLD 4061 
Ph: (07) 300 6315 or 018 072 082 


All articles are considered of interest and will be published, subject to committee verification. 
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SYNAPSE COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


217 Wynnum Road 
Galloways Hill Qld 4171 


March Super ial: 


P.O. Box 41 
Bulimba Qld 4171 


A1200/A600 40Mb 2.5" Hard Drive 


CeCe... This Month Only... now just $180.00 (Cables Extra) 


AMIGA 71200 


Amiga 1200, 40Mb HD $999 


MultiSync Monitors CALL! 
GVP A1230 Series I 
68EC030 40MHz, 4Mb 
68030 50MHz, 4Mb 


$989 
$1349 


MBX-1200z FPU & Clock $269 
Include: 1Mb RAM * +$50 
2Mb RAM +$170 

4Mb RAM +$300 

8Mb RAM +$630 


Hard Drives (Trade-Ins OK) 

85Mb Seagate 2.5" IDE $420 
120Mb Seagate 2.5"IDE $499 
120Mb Connor 2.5" IDE $550 
Dual Hard Drive Cable +$40 
3.5" IDE Drives/Cables CALL! 


_ Motherboard Clock $45 


AMIGA 4000 


Amiga 4000, 120Mb HD 
030, 4Mb RAM 
040, 6Mb RAM 


RAM Upgrades 
Upgrade 030 to 6Mb * 
4Mb SIMMs 7Ons 


FPU’s for A4000-030 
68882 33MHz w/Crystal 
68882 40MHz w/Crystal 
68882 50MHz w/Crystal 
FPU Installation Fee 


Hard Drives 3.5" IDE 
120Mb Seagate IDE * 
214Mb Seagate IDE 
261Mb Seagate IDE 
341Mb Seagate IDE 
454Mb Seagate IDE 


* - Limited Stocks Available 


$2550 
$3999 


$140 
$300 


$250 
$300 
$350 

$10 


$300 
$400 
$450 
$600 
$850 





GRAPHICS BOARDS 


OPAL Vision Main Board CALL! 
Video Processor/Roaster CALL! 
Video Suite CALL! 
GVP EGS 28/24 Spectrum 
w/2Mb RAM $989 
OPAL Vision (2nd Hand) $799 
RETINA 4Mb (2nd Hand) $699 


‘SCANNERS 


Epson 24-Bit Flatbed Co/four 
GT-6500 (upto GOODPI) $1940 
Hand Scanners 

Golden Image w/O.C.R. 
Pyramid 400DPI 


$489 
$249 


PRINTERS 


Hewlett Packard DJ-500 
HP Laserjet 4L 


$649 
$1249 


FOUND CHEAPER?!? TELL USI! 


Int. Floppy Drive 3.5" 





Amiga 2000 (2nd Hand) 


Amiga 2000's from $299 
A2286 AT-Bridgeboard $350 
A2320 Flicker Fixer $180 
A2091 HD Controller $180 

w/52Mb Quantum +$200 
$100 
Action Replay MK III $99 


BITS & PIECES 


GVP DSS8+ Sampler $179 
RAM Exp 1Mb (A600) $99 
Keyboard Skins A4000 $30 
ParNET Cable/Software $25 
PRINT ‘N WEAR $10 


BLANK DISKS 


3.5" DSDD (Box 10) from $7 
3.5" DSHD (Box 10) from $10 


MUCH MORE AVAILABLE - ASK! 


NLU Ss @LU ES 3724 )\] DU a ANN] Bl cls (@) DUT On RNY /AN | BAN =} Bl SES O77 Il | SC @) = 1 B) Sa AN | BRS) 


Call for enquiries/orders Ph: (07) 899-0980 


TRADING HOURS: 


Mon-Sat 08:30am - 06:00pm 
Sunday - 02:00pm - 04:00pm 


We’re CLOSED from 11:00am - 12:00pm! 


Traode-Ins Welcome! 


Mobile: (018) 98-1679 
Fax: (07) 395-6738 


CASH, C.O.D., 
Credit Cards 


b 
pel 9) 


If for any reason your not happy. with our service or prices, help us to help you. Tell Us} 








Fender Tucker 


The storey : 
Sz 
ny 


Continues 
A few months ago I wrote about our 
exchange of letters with Softdisk 
Publishing, who are responsible for 
the Loadstar C64/128 magazine 
disk. Someone must have decided to 
send those pages from Cursor back 
to the Managing Editor, Fender 
Tucker, in Lousiana, USA. I don’t 
know if that person actually claimed 
to be myself, or if Fender just 
assumed it was me, but I certainly 
did not post him those Cursor pages. 


Anyway, you may remember that 
after I described Softdisk’s sensible 
decision of agreeing to us keeping 
Loadstar in our lending library, I 
pointed out the unusual name of the 
Editor himself and reminded you 
about Spoonerisms. Well Fender has 
replied to me and I quote to you 
from his letter. 


"Mr and Mrs Tucker didn’t come up 
with the name Fender. They named 
me a rather unimaginative 
"Thomas", but when I was in high 
school in the early 60s I played ina 
Beatle-type band and had a Fender 
Stratocaster guitar. In study hall I 
needed a worthy moniker to carve 1n 
the top of the desk so I chose 
"Fender". The name caught on and 
I’ve used it ever since. It wasn’t 
until I had had the name for several 
months that someone pointed out to 
me that my new name made a rather 
provocative spoonerism. I was 
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shocked for about two seconds, then 
immediately decided that I could 
use it to my advantage. If I may say 
so, the name and its spoonerism 
came in very handy in the wild and 
crazy decade or two that followed 
the 60s. Talk about a great 
icebreaker. 


"Now that I’m married and living in 
the age of AIDS I rarely think about 
the spoonerism. In any case, I 
survived my name quite well and 
appreciate your noticing it. I don’t 
remember hearing about 
spoonerisms in English class. 
Maybe its a downunder thing? 


"Thanks for writing, Phil." 


As I said, I didn’t write. But 
anyhow, I am not surprised that 
Fender didn’t learn about 
spoonerisms at school ... they don’t 
really have "English" lessons over 
there do they?? 


Fender? 





Phil 
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ACROSS CLUES 
1. Sounds like Capricorn and O yes take off 


4. sounds as if it hurts to add a cuppa with 
colour 


7. Guy Fawkes made one for his garden 
8. sounds like a good bet maybe on the devil 
9. have fun at the opera 


10. that Roman without is about to 
demonstrate the same in every sector 


13. one without eastern influence can get up 


14. as an alternative could be mined for gold 
maybe 


16. without a French dear could dig a hole 
17. the south is able to overlook 

18. take your 15+ to get an angle 

19. twine together a set of characters 


21. a sibling maybe wants to access your 
address 


23. let’s hope Lady G can abbreviate your 
comments 


24. Lady Godiva had to get nigh to these to 
shut down the Peeping Tom 


25. to find a paddle smoke it or cook in it 


28. hungry!? 


Fill in the following page and see how far you can get! 
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DOWN CLUES 


1. travel down under and go back later 


2. modem ends 

3. * Sesame 

4. bag a change 

5.here we are 

6. a skinned balloon maybe less than one 


11.a non basic boy could put it on and 
achieve Iberian rank 


12.burn to get a type 
13.alternative to 14 across maybe 


15.a rose by any other name would smell 
as sweet 


20.have a good time 


22.have another 4 down: not at Lady G 
she may read your mind 


23.any old androgenous baa-baa could get 
to this area 


25.carry out and maybe swindle 
27.double perhaps but gets you there 





@) 
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THE CROSSWOR 


REMEMBER - ALL WORDS ARE COMPUTER WORDS. EXCEPT ONE! 
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POWERSNAP 2.2 


A review by Adam Kent 


What is Powersnap? To quote from the 
manual for Powersnap 2.2... 


PowerSnap is a utility that allows you to 
use the mouse to mark characters anywhere 
on the screen and paste them somewhere 
else, like in the CLI or in a string gadget. 


In other words, Powersnap is one of the 
must have utilities for the Amiga. But 
before we go any further, before you rush 
out to the next workshop or phone the BBS, 
PowerSnap 2.2 requires Kickstart and 
Workbench 2.0 or higher to run. But who 
doesn’t have WB 2 or higher these days? :-) 


In the Powersnap 2.2 archive are these files. 


Catalogs 
- catalogues for Locale (WB 2 only) 
Install 


- install script 
PowerSnap 

- powersnap executable 
PowerSnap-handler 

- the powersnap handler ( goes in L: ) 
PowerSnap.doc 

- manual for powersnap 


(All files have .info files, so it can be 
installed/run from WB). 


As you can see with the upgrade to 
powersnap 2.2 is the locale support for WB 
2 and higher. The install script is nicely 
done with the Commodore Installer 
program, so for people without Installer 
(comes on the HD Install with all new 
A1200’s) I’m afraid you will have to install 
it by hand. (I didn’t use the Install script, so 
it can’t be too hard.) 
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Once you have everything installed nght, you 
will be able to experience the wonder that is 
Powersnap. These are the new features since 
version 2.1b. 


o Has a completely font-sensitive and 
localized user interface. 


o Allows you to save the settings from the 
GUI. 


o Recognizes text lines with an extra pixel in 
between. 


o Allows you to specify the clipboard unit to 
use. Clipboard loading and saving is now 
implemented using iffparse.library for 


improved compatibility. 


o Optional crawling ants to mark the text 
being snapped! Ants pattern and color are 
user-definable. 


The full list of features is too long to list here, 
but grab the archive and read the manual! In 
short, to snap a character, word, or line hold 
down the ALT key then hold the mouse 
button down over a character. Shortly 
coloured "Ants" will start walking around the 
character you clicked on. Drag the mouse over 
the characters you want "snapped" then 
release the mouse button. To paste the text 
back down, position the cursor where you 
want the text pasted, hold down ALT and 
press the right mouse button and there you go! 
This new version of Powersnap 2.2 was 
released on the Sth of January by the author of 
many well known Amiga programs, Nico 
Francois. It’s available now on the club BBS. 
It really comes in handy - 10 out of 10 for 
usefullness. 
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Open Letter to Phil Guerney, 
in reply to his ‘Are you 
Tempted’ article. 


Dear Phil, 


because that poor editor of the CCUGQ 
is dying to get member’s contributions, 
and I just happened to be sitting behind 
my keyboard, playing Solitaire, I got the 
urge to write a line or two about my 
“temptation”, thus making at least the 
editor happy! 


Yes, Phil, I still read Cursor - each and 
every issue! No, Phil (and Richard), I 
will not nominate for the position of 
newsletter editor again! 


It’s now some three years ago when I 
was ‘tempted’ away from the Amiga to 
the PC. I started with a 386DX25 com- 
puter with 2 Mbyte of memory and a 40 
meg hard drive. This was supplied by an 
‘old’ CCUGQ member, Col Ramsay (he 
also supplied PCs to Lester Bennett, 
Norm Chambers and Terry Steer, so we 
keep it in the family!). 


Why did I desert the Amiga for the PC? 
Simple really - the majority of the best 
Amiga programs in the fields of graph- 
ics, video and sound (and arcade style 
games) were of very little interest to me, 
and I wanted to be able to access the 
standard PC programs such as word 





processors, etc., as my sons needed com- 
patibility with the computers being used 
in tertiary institutions. 


Initially I installed the Graphics User In- 
terface, Windows, Version 3.0 on my 
PC, and promptly got rid of it after play- 
ing around with it for a few weeks. This 
wasn’t a patch on the Amiga’s Work- 
bench, and as for its multitasking capa- 
bilities.... well, the less said the better! 
So, back to DOS (Version 4.1 at the 
time), and WordPerfect 5.1 - oh, horri- 
ble memories! 


After a while, though, I re-installed Win- 
dows and put another 2 Mbyte of Mem- 
ory in my computer. It was still a terrible 
operating system, but with 4 Mbytes it 
was at least bearable. In due course it 
was replaced by Version 3.1, which was 
a lot more stable, but still far from ideal. 
By now (1992), the large software man- 
ufacturers such as Lotus, Borland and 
WordPerfect started to port their major 
applications to the Windows environ- 
ment, and in due course dropped most of 
their DOS applications. Quite a few of 
their early Windows efforts were unsta- 
ble and buggy, but later versions were in 
most cases reasonably stable. 


Major Windows applications are BIG 
though! A full installation of the latest 
version of WordPerfect for Windows 
(Version 6.0) takes over 30 Mbytes of 
hard disk space. I upgraded my own 


hard disk from 40 Mbyte to 127 Mbyte 
and recently upgraded again to a 345 
Mbyte hard drive (sign of the times; 
these days this size hard drive costs no 
more than the original price of a 1541 
drive). Hopefully this will do me for at 
least another year or so. 


Currently my equipment consists of a 
486DX-50 computer with 8 Mbytes of 
memory, the aforementioned 345 Mb 
hard disk, 3%” and 5%” floppies (the lat- 
ter gets very little use now) and a CD 
Rom drive. I also own an external high 
speed fax modem, a HP LaserJet IIIP 
printer and a HP Scanjet IIP Black & 
White flatbed scanner. 


Contrary to your experiences, I find the 
Windows environment quite stable these 
days. Perhaps this is because my system 
is sufficiently powerful to avoid the 
Window’s ‘Guru’ messages, or, more 
likely, because 95% of my applications 
are now Windows based, and I have 
learnt how to avoid the most common 
problems. (The Excel problem which 
you mention in your article seems to me 
to be caused by either a faulty or incom- 
patible video card, and/or a faulty video 
driver - probably the latter.) 


The main programs which I run are Mi- 
crosoft’s Works for Windows 3.0 (A 4- 
in-1 program, of which I use the data 
base and spread sheet modules), Word 
for Windows 6.0 (I prefer this to Word- 
Perfect), and Publisher, Microsoft’s 
Desktop Publishing program, which is 
ideal for black and white work, and 
roughly a quarter of the price of the 
heavyweight DTP programs such as 
Pagemaker and Quark Express. My 
main graphics program is CorelDraw 


4.0, which is a good vector type drawing 
program with 750 TrueType fonts and 
15 000 pieces of clip art, supplied on 
CD-Rom. This is great for people like 
myself who have no artistic skills. 


Is the PC boring? Yes, you are probably 
right, but is that of any consequence? 
Don‘t forget that it started life as a small 
business machine and not as a games 
computer. The original green screen low 
resolution monitor is now replaced by a 
VGA monitor with several options as re- 
gards colour and resolution (I work nor- 
mally in 800 x 600 d.p.i. with 256 
colours). The primitive built-in speaker, 
which can only ‘beep’ at you, can now 
easily be replaced with a basic sound 
card, which can be had for $95.00 or so. 
Most of the old MS-DOS remnants, 
such as extended and expanded memory, 
should be a thing of the past in a year or 
so, with the introduction of Windows 4 , 
the 32 bit operating system. 


As you did mention in your article, 
though, there are now some top notch 
programs (Windows based) on the PC, 
and CD-Rom technology is now really 
taking off, with some great programs, 
(and prices are coming down rapidly), 
although I can foresee a lot more im- 
provements in this field. All in all, 
though, there’s not much chance of me 
dying of boredom! 


I have now a stable system, with some 
top notch applications that really get 
used by both my spouse and myself, and 
which do save us a lot of time and 
money. 


To us, it’s not a question of which com- 
puter or operating system is best, but 


rather more a question of which operat- 
ing system offers the best solutions for 
our particular requirements. 


It is so easy to shoot holes into the other 
user’s operating system - I could fill a 
whole issue of Cursor, listing all my 
grievances about the MS-Dos and Win- 
dows combo. On PC forums you should 
have a look at the animosity between 
DOS, Windows and OS/2 users (re- 
member, these are all PC users) and 
you'll know what I mean! 


If you tell to me how primitive a PC is 
with its multiple graphics formats, | 
would have to agree, but then, in turn, I 
could have a shot at you about the 
Amiga’s NTSC and PAL incompatibili- 
ties, which is something that PC users 
are blissfully unaware of. The question 
is: “who has scored?” 


Experience has taught me that it’s better 
to learn to live with the limitations of a 
system, and work around them. It’s 
amusing that you should compare Win- 
dow’s File Manager (very primitive - I 
admit) with the Amiga’s Directory 
Opus. Isn’t Directory Opus a replace- 
ment/add-on for the Workbench? Per- 
haps it would have been fairer if you had 
compared Directory Opus with Norton's 
Desktop for Windows or X-Iree for 
Windows - after all, they are all add-ons 
to make the system(s) easier to navigate. 


If one looks at the ‘tempting’ argument 
impassionately, then the quality of oper- 
ating system has very little to do with the 
argument. If quality really mattered, 
MS-DOS should have died out years 
ago, and more sophisticated systems 
should be on top of the heap. And we 





both know what happened to Steve Job’s 
NEXT computer, don’t we? 


Somebody (I cannot remember who) 
once said that “Software sells Hard- 
ware’, and from my perspective, no 
truer words were ever spoken. 


As you will notice by now, Phil, this ar- 
ticle was not written to ‘tempt’ or con- 
vert anybody, but rather to set out my 
reasons why I was ‘tempted’ away from 
Amy. The only thing that really matters 
is that the likes of you and I still get that 
sense of amazement and wonder when 
we play with these fascinating toys! 


Cheers, 


Ralph De Vries 


PORTRAIT OF THE EDITOR, 
DOING HIS PROOF READING. 


The Emplant 
Board 


A Hardware review by Dan Parker 


I bought my original Amiga 500 in 
1987. As a music teacher, I could 
see the advantages of having a 
computer with four-voice stereo 
sound output. The software was also 
very impressive at that time. 
Musicians had the choice of Sonix, 
Deluxe Music Construction Set, Dr. 
T’s Copyist Professional and Music 
X to name but a few. At that time, I 
was teaching in a school north of 
Cairns. My fellow colleagues and I 
were so impressed with the system’s 
possibilities that five schools in the 
region outfitted themselves with 
about 10 Amigas each. It wasa 
great time for the Amiga. 


However, times push on. Over the 
past seven years, I’ve seen other 
computer systems make great strides 
in regards to music software. The 
Amiga versions on the other hand 
are rarely updated or drop out of the 
scene completely. One notable 
exception is the sequencer "Bars and 
Pipes Pro 2", however this 
outstanding sequencer does not 
included a comprehensive notating 
system which many musicians need. 
Deluxe Music 2 was even a bit ofa 
fizzer for serious musicians. Its 
touted new Midi capabilities turned 
out to be a half-hearted 
implementation and even the author 
of the package warns the users in the 
manual of its "idiosyncrasies". 
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It was getting to the point where I 
was seriously thinking of selling off 
my Amiga and buying a Mac which 
has become the pseudo standard in 
many recording studios. Much time 
was spent agonising over what to 
do. I have worked extensively with 
Macs and IBMs and hate both 
operating systems. The Amiga 
multi-tasking operating system is 
much more professional than its 
rivals and it’s a shame that more big 
companies don’t take it more 
seriously. 


Then I started to see ads and reviews 
for a revolutionary emulator - the 
Emplant Board. Its producers 
"United Utilities", claimed that it 
was capable of emulating any 
computer platform so long as an 
appropriate module was written and 
the user could get hold of the 
system’s ROMs that he/she wished 
to emulate. The first module to be 
written was for the Mac. I thought 
this would be the perfect 
opportunity to have the best of both 
worlds. I wouldn’t have to give up 
my Amiga and I would also have a 
fully functioning Mac. 


I ordered the $800 board through the 
Sydney company, Sigmacom. They 
didn’t have any in stock but would 
get one to me as soon as possible. 
Would you believe it arrived within 
two days!! How’s that for service. 


The board is very sparsely 
populated and slots into one of the 
expansion slots on an Amiga 2000, 
3000 or 4000 (a version for the 
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Amiga 1200 is supposed to be 
released soon). It no longer requires 
a FPU or MMU which was 
necessary for earlier versions of the 
programme. However the speed at 
which the emulator runs is directly 
determined by the speed of your 
Amiga. You also need a Mac system 
disc, at least two Megs of fast RAM 
(of course the more memory the 
better, particularly if you want to 
run the larger Mac applications), a 
hard drive partition if you’re 
thinking of doing anything serious, 
and Commodore’s OS 2.04 or 
higher. The Mac module also 
requires a High Density Disk Drive. 
This is not a problem for 4000 and 
some 3000 users, however, those 
with a Double Density drive 
(standard in Amiga 2000s and most 
Amiga 3000s) will need to buy an 
external HD drive in order to read 
Mac disks. United Computers were 
producing a special device called a 
"Sybil" which allowed DD disks to 
be read, however due to lack of 
supplies, they are no longer doing 
this. Apparently the IBM module 
will not need a HD drive. 


The last (and most frustrating) 
requirement to get the system 
working is a copy of the Mac II’s 
ROMs in software. You can obtain 
this in two ways. 


1. Buy the ROMs from an 
authorised dealer for about $700 
(kind of defeats the purpose doesn’t 
it? You could buy a Mac for the 
price of the Emplant Board and 
Roms.). Fit them to your board, get 
a software copy of them using the 
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included programme and then store 
them somewhere safe OR2. If you 
own a MaclI]I, run the included 
programme on that computer. The 
programme should copy an image of 
the ROMs for you. Be warned, it is 
very difficult to transfer a programme 
to the Mac from an Amiga. One legal 
point - Apparently if you use this 
method, you are not allowed to have 
the Mac and Emulator running at the 
same time. 


Once you have ROM image you can 
start having fun. The emulating 
programme (or module as it is called) 
allows you to configure the amount 
of memory the emulator will use, 
which disk drives, devices and ports 
to use, SCSI implementation as well 
as many other options. Once you’ ve 
configured it to your system, insert a 
Mac System Disk, push the "Start 
Emulator" button and hopefully in a 
few seconds you should be looking at 
a Mac screen. I actually bought 
Mac’s System 7.1 (for $149 from any 
Mac retailer) which I recommend if 
anyone is thinking of purchasing this 
board. It comes on eight disks with 
comprehensive manuals. 


So how does it run? In a word, 
brilliantly! Iam very impressed with 
it. The documentation states that on 
an Amiga 4000/040, the CPU 
functions at arate of !47% ofa 
Quadra 900. As a matter of fact, 
using the programme "Speed-o- 
meter", it constantly returns results 
that are well above the average for 
"proper" Macs. The menu item 
"About This Mac..." on the Desktop 
tells me I am running a Quadra 700. 
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this is getting into the "big boys" of 
Mac computing. 


The only area which suffers is disk 
access, both on Hard Drives and in 
particular floppies. However I don’t 
consider this a serious drawback and 
itis still very workable. Perhaps a 
SCSI drive plugged into the included 
SCSI port would increase the speed. 


It is also a little slow when using a 
256 colour screen. However, if you 
are not doing intensive graphics 
work, I find that using 16 colours is 
very fast. Apparently the speed can 
also be increased in this area by using 
one of the many 24bit graphics cards 
available for the Amiga. The module 
can be configured to use many of 
these boards including the Retina, 
Spectrum and Piccolo to name buta 
few. 


The module software is constantly 
being updated. I currently have 3.4, 
however 3.7 has just being released. 
These updates can be found in the PD 
because they are useless without the 
actual board. Version 3.4 does have 
some bugs. I can’t run "Apple File 
Transfer" or the game "Civilisation". 
Some of the promised features have 
also not been implemented yet. These 
include - 


1. Using the Amiga’s Paraliel and 
Serial ports for printing and 
modeming e.t.c.2. The ability to read 
Amiga disks on the Mac side and 
vice versa. You can easily transfer 
files but you can’t have an Amiga 
disk show up on the Mac Desktop or 
a Mac disk on the Amiga Workbench 
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(a la CrossDos for IBM disks).3. 
Implementation of the included 
sound sampler. That’s right, 
Emplant includes the basic 
components for an on-board sound 
sampler, however you will be 
required to buy two cheap computer 
chips to get it to run. 


So far I’ve had the following 
programmes running on the 
emulator - Microsoft Word 5.1a (as 
a matter of fact, I’m writing this 
review using it), PageMaker 4.2 (a 
DTP programme ALMOST as good 
as PageStream!!), Microsoft Works 
3, HyperCard 2.1 (similar to 
"CanDo"), MusicProse 2.1 (this 
programme is maybe what Deluxe 
Music will be by Version 4!!), 
Photoshop 2, a few games (Mac 
isn’t renowned for its games) and a 
multitude of PD software. All of 
these have run without a hitch and at 
a faster speed than on the machines 
at the Uni where I am currently 
studying. 


The Deluxe Version of the board 
comes complete with a SCSI 
interface and a Mac-style serial and 
printer port. Cheaper versions of the 
board come with various 
combinations of these ports. The 
serial port is used for modems (you 
need a special $40 lead to connect 
Macs to a modem), Midi Interfaces 
e.t.c.. A Midi Interface is a small 
box which allows you to 
communicate with Midi-capable 
musical instruments using your 
compuer. A similar device for the 
Amiga costs $50. The Mac version 
is $150! However this is typical of 
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Mac software and hardware. To 
hook up my Canon bubble-jet I will 
need to buy the driver kit and cable 
for $240!! So as you can imagine, I 
haven’t printed anything from the 
Mac side yet. I transfer everything 
to the Amiga side and print it from 
there. The producers of the Emplant 
Board have promised that soon you 
will be able to use your Amiga 
parallel and serial ports directly 
from the Mac side. These devices 
will operate through the Amiga 
preferences settings. In fact, these 
options are selectable using the 
configuration programme but the 
haven’t been implemented yet. 


I would recommend the Emplant 
Board for those people who use a 
Mac at work or school and need to 
bring work home with them, 
musicians like myself who need a 
little more than what the Amiga can 
offer or anyone needing to run 
programmes like Photoshop, 
Microsoft Word, WordPerfect, 
Aldus PageMaker or Quark Express 
which are the industry standards in 
their respective fields. 


Having used many Mac professional 
programmes, I can only say to 
Amiga users that we can all hold our 
heads high with the programmes we 
have. The new word processor 
"Final Copy" looks as though it 
could rival Microsoft Word in its 
functions and PageStream 3 is said 
to be every bit as good as Quark 
Express. 


The IBM Module for the Board has 
been released but apparently it is 10. 
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still very buggy. United Utilities 
also had the Apple II module 
running at a recent computer show 
in America. If you can believe the 
press, you should eventually be able 
to buy modules for the Atari Falcon 
and SE series of computers, the 
Commodore 64 and 128, the Vic 20, 
Spectrum and even the 3D0 
compact disc games machine. 


The Board can be purchased from 
Sigmacom or Amitech. Amitech are 
the main distributors and can offer 
much more support. Even though I 
bought my Board from Sigmacom, 
they could not help me with a few 
enquires and referred me to 
Amitech. If you want any more 
information about the Emplant 
board, I usually attend the club’s 
Main Meetings or you can drop a 
line to me on the Bulletin Board. 


Twelve reasons why you should be 
happy NOT to own a MAC - 


1. The Mac operating system can 
only access two floppy disk drives. 


2. The Mac’s answer to multi- 
tasking is a joke. You can’t have 
multiple screens. You shuffle 
between the programmes you have 
loaded into memory by the "Finder". 
You can’t pull screen down to 
reveal a programme behind. 


3. The price of Mac related software 
and hardware is ridiculously high 
(see above). Examples of software 

rices include - Aldus PageMaker - 
$1500, Quark Express - $2000, 
Microsoft Word $600. Some of 
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these programmes cost the same as a 
full Amiga system. 


4. The Mac’s serial and parallel 
ports are not the industry standard 
used on the IBM and Amiga. 


5. Icon’s are not kept in a separate 
file on the Mac (a la Amiga’s .info 
files). If you want to change an icon, 
you must use a dedicated 
programme. 


6. There is no shell or CLI on the 
Mac. 


7. Brisbane is not included on the 
Map Function in the Control Panels 
(i.e. Preferences). Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Canberra and 
Perth are. 


Seeyou can’t delete files 
automatically. You must first put 
them into the trash can and then 
delete the contents of the trash can. I 
haven’t seen a trash can on my 
Amiga Workbench for years. I 
usually just use the delete command 
from the Workbench menu item or 
use a file management programme 
like Directory Opus. 


9. Mac Disk Drives don’t have eject 
buttons. To retrieve a disk you must 
drag the disk icon to the trash can. It 
is then ejected automatically. This 
takes a lot more time than on an 
Amiga. Also if the disk gets stuck in 
the drive, you have to insert a thin 
piece of wire into a tiny hole at the 
front of the drive to try and 
manually unlatch the spring 
mechanism. 
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There is no such thing as a 
"Snapshot" command on the Mac. 
The computer automatically 
remembers where all your windows 
and icons are when you power 
down. This is sometimes more 
trouble than its worth when you 
power down with a lot of windows 
and files open. 


11. The slide bars on windows are 
not proportional as on the Amiga. 
Even if an icon is half revealed at 
the bottom of the window, the slide 
bar is very small which you must 
then pull all the way to the bottom. 
Due to this, you also do not know 
how much of the window is hidden 
from view. 


12. The Mac mouse only has one 
button making it impossible to do 
extended selections from Menus. 





Typical MAC user! 
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NEWS FROM THE BBS 


FROM: Phil Guerney 

TO: All 

SUBJECT: Commodore Cancels 
WOC New York 1994 

DATE: Thu 17 Feb 94 22:40 


I have just had a scan of the latest 
news on the Amiga news file on 
Compuserve and the developers are 
very annoyed at CBM cancelling the 
WOC due in New York in a couple 
of months. They all do quite well out 
of it and some are now planning to 
put it on themselves. I seem to have 
accidentally deleted the message 
announcing the cancellation but 
here is the text of one of the more 
amusing follow-ups. 


Subj: WOC NY cancelled 
Section: Hot News and Rumors 
From: Jim Drew, 72662,14 


To: Wayne Cole, 76370,621 
Date: Tuesday, 15 February 1994 
8:28:06 PM 


Utilities Unlimited, in conjunction 
with CEI, GVP, Expert Services, 
Centaur, and pile of other 
developers is attempting to host the 
New York show ourselves. Now the 
rediculous part... 


It appears that the lovely lady that 
puts on the shows was some how 
"involved’ with one of the 
Commodore bigshots.. when things 
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went to pieces, so did our show(s). 
This is completely rediculous! We 
make over $50,000 each show we 
attend, and I would really hate to 
lose that kind of money, not to 
mention how much fun it is to be 
around other Amiga developers. 


O, everyone cross your fingers that 
we can get the dates for the 
building. 


Subj: WOC NY cancelled 

Section: Hot News and Rumors 
From: Paul Gerhardt, 73467,3457 
To: Jim Drew, 72662,14 

Date: Thursday, 17 February 
1994 9:29:00 AM 


Great move Jim! I was looking 
forward to meeting you. BTW don’t 
forget to contact Soft Logik. They ’ve 
already bought those airline tickets 
you know ;). 


Now if only Utilities Unlimited, in 
conjunction with CEI, GVP, Expert 
Services, Centaur, and pile of other 
developers could take over C=, we 
could all breath a little easier! :( 


...AutoPilot Engaged... 
-Paul- 


Jim Drew, CEO - Utilities Unlimited 
Intl., Inc. 


--00000-- 
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JASON TO THE RESCUE 


What a welcome change to receive 
"The Cursor" one day earlier, last 
month, allowing members more time to 
read and digest the contents in good 
time before dashing off to St 
Laurence’s for our welcome monthly 
meeting after the Christmas break. 


However, it was nearly a disaster, as 
my trusty computer decided to go ’on 
the blink’ just when I usually print out 
all the labels from the DataBase so that 
posting of the Cursor can be completed 
by the Printer. 


Fortunately, Jason Marianoff of 
Synapse Computers - Galloways Hill 
applied all his diagnostic skills to my 
2500 and it proved to be the 
Bridgeboard Card that was the ’culprit’ 


With the Bridgeboard duly removed 
from the computer the Amiga side 
performed perfectly, making it possible 
to supply all the labels on the due date. 


It now requires some expert on 
Bridgeboards’ to locate and repair the 
card, which on examination, looks to be 
highly complicated with many 
electronic components - any one of 
which could be causing the problem. 


Very grateful thanks to Jason again, on 
behalf of all members and myself for 
his very prompt and helpful assistance 
which kept a lot of ’avid’ Cursor 
readers happy last month. 


Gordon Wright (Secretary) 
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...from page 13 


transpired, lay in the printers being 
used. My memory not being too good 
lately, I think it was Mick Noble who 
put up the first printer (Forgive me if 
I’m wrong). Despite several attempts, 
the MPS 1200 simply refused to deliver 
the goods. 


Not that my printer, a GX-80, fared any 
better. It only brought forth the most 
unbeleivable load of rubbish. It was 
only when Phil Parkin hooked up his 
printer that any succes was to be had. 
(There goes the memory again. I can’t 
remember what type it was !!!) Even 
allowing for the fact that it was a 24 pin 
printer, the results were really 
astounding. Even I was greatly 
impressed with the capabilities of the 
program, and that’s after dealing with 
computers in various guises at work for 
the last ten years. 


Perusing the manuals at a later date, the 
reason for lack of success in the early 
attempts lay not with the programs, but 
with the printers. According to the 
manual, Perfect Print will only work 
with a printer in Epson mode, and is not 
recommended for 9 pin machines. 
Perfect Print, it appears, is designed for 
the GEOS user who is serious enough 
about their output to have a good 24 pin 
printer or even a laser. 


All in all, a good addition to your 
GEOS library if you have the hardware. 


See you all at the March meeting for 
more of the wonderful world of GEOS. 


Gary Makin 
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MEGA DISC 


Subscriptions Currently available through CCUGQ 
This is the ORIGINAL Disk Magazine tor the AMIGA 
Subscribe Now!! 


AMIGA - PD - AMIGA - PD - AMIGA - PD 


FISH, SCOPE and 17-8IT PUBLIC DOMAN Disks available. 


All orders for PD disks can be made by phoning: 

Mike Williams (07) 801 1020 OR Bob Devries (07) 278 7209 
or by sending the order with a cheque to our mailing address (shown 
inside the front coven. 


Disks can be copied FREE OF CHARGE at Workshop meetings, 
provided you have paid your library administration fee. 


Disks cost $2 per disk, plus $3 postage for upto 6 disks, and $3 for 
each aditional 6 disks or part thereof. Cheques should be made 
payable to the C.C.U.G.(Q) Inc. 





MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE 





Ordinary Membership ..............0000..$40 
Pensioner Membership.........ccsccs0ee0e30 
Family or Business Membership.....$50 
Country or Associate membership.$30 
B.B.S. Membership Onlly........20:0000e$20 
Library Administration Fee............$10 
(Required for access to Commercial, 
Public Domain and Magazine Libraries) 








If You Know Someone 
Who You Think 


May Like To Join Our Club 
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COMMODORE-AMIGA COMPUTER USERS GROUP (Qld) Inc. 


P.O: BOX 274SPRINGWOOD QLD. 4127." 





MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 


: Please find enclosed Cheque | Money Order for $ 
Payable to C.C.U.G.(Q). Inc af : 
0 

: Type of Member:(see over) : 
DI mmm ie a 1 


